GROUP: Biological collections and taxonomy in the region

Moderator: Roberto Melendez

Rapporteur: Cristina Miyaki

Countries represented: Suriname (1), Brazil (7), Uruguay (1), Argentina (1), Costa Rica (1), Venezuela (2), Colombia (1), Mexico (1), Equador (1), Chile (1)

What capacity, technology and technical abilities exist in the region? And what are the gaps?

Equador: 3 large collections. Not allowed to have tissue collections.

Suriname: herbarium and museum skins. No tissues (all abroad in unknown location).

Costa Rica: various collections (plants, insect, fungi, vertebrates) but no tissue collections.

Chile: herbarium and museum skins. Some small tissue collections.

Brazil: there is a network of collections, some large herbariuns, museum vouchers and DNA & tissue collections. Some have digitalized databases.

Uruguay: one large mammal and fish collection (tissue & DNA). Collections of fungi, insect and herbarium.

Argentina: there is a network of collections but very few tissue collections (marine fish & birds).

Venezuela: there are 3 large invertebrate collections, large herbarium, bird collection (Phelps).

Colombia: has one large collection with tissues.

Mexico: there is a network of many collections with tissues.

What general opportunities are available in the region? And how best can we tap these opportunities?

There are some countries that have the capacity to do everything associated to a barcodes project (Brazil, Uruguay, Mexico, Costa Rica, Chile; last 3 ones need to convince molecular labs to join), some can at least partially prepare the samples (Argentina, Venezuela) and some do not have any infrastructure (Suriname, Equador).

All need specific funding to do field work and barcoding.

What networks exist in the region and how we can strcngthen and utilize these networks optimally?

There are regional networks (biodiversity, conservation, information; eg. ANDINONET, IABIN) but some countries do not even have internal networks.

What are the bottlenecks on material, data and information sharing in the region? How best can the bottlenecks be addressed?

Collections need to be expanded (field trips).

Set minimum standards for field samples: GPS, how to preserve, how to register, etc.

Set minimum necessary equipment to start a lab.

Promote short courses/workshops for scientists (taxonomists) and government representatives.

Promote training of students within the region.

Collections should be integrated into already established networks.

