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TYPE METHOD

PRIOR TO 1958

IF HOLOTYPE IS DESIGNATED:

Other cited collections = PARATYPES

Duplicates of holotype = ISOTYPES

IF HOLOTYPE IS NOT DESIGNATED:

Types = SYNTYPES
One syntype designated as LECTOTYPE
Remaining syntypes = PARATYPES




TYPE METHOD

AFTER 1 JANUARY 1958:

HOLOTYPE MUST BE DESIGNATED

IN ANY CASE:

IF NO ORIGINAL MATERIAL EXTANT
Designate NEOTYPE

IF HOLOTYPE, LECTOTYPE, OR NEOTYPE IS PROBLEMATIC
Designate EPITYPE
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Abstract: Taxonomy is an art that invalves subjective interpretation of objective data, The
subjectivity of interpretation is influenced by factors related to the context (time, place, rax-
onomic group, historical precedents, historical sequence) or inhérent in the interpreter (ability,
training, experience, personality, interests, goals). Although .1[.1|.'u'.uu| of specific interpreta-
tions is itsell subjective, it seems likely that an appreciation of factors influencing past and
present taxonomic judgment would improve future interpretation. The innate ability of inves-
tigators to make durable taxonomic judgments s handicapped by increased specialization,
unbalanced emphasis on new technology, and diminished ties with classical taxonomy. More-
over, some judgments are mare appropriate to phylogenetics than to taxonomy. Acsthetics—
cspecially the sense of form and balance—play a role in formulating and assessing taxonomic
Judgments. Didactics play an even greater role, with special favor being accorded those tax-
onomic conclusions that support alleged phylogenetic trends and generalizations useful in
teaching. Current taxonomic practice is often strongly influenced by tradition, which in some
instances may be traced to a single investigator, Historical precedents and historical sequence
profoundly affect taxonemic decisions. Paradigms can be useful, but may also impede correct
Ierpretanon The concept of any taxon 1§ brased ]‘.l!.' the clement that was first made known,
despite conscious efforts to distinguish between biological and nomenclatural types

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC METHOD AND SYSTEMATICS

The teaching of the scientific method to youngsters 1s considered in most
quarters to be a good thing. Teachers feel virtuous in having opened new

Systematics Assoctation Special Volume No. 27, "Systemancs of the Green Algae”, edited
by I. E. G. Irvine and D. M. John, 1984, pp. 419-433. Academic Press, London and Or-

lando
ISBN 0 12 374040 1 Copyright © by the Systematics Association
Al viphts of reproduciion in any form reserved

EXTRINSIC FACTORS

TEMPORAL CONTEXT

HISTORICAL SEQUENCE

ABILITY OF TAXONOMIST

PRESTIGE OF TAXONOMIST
ESTHETICS
TRADITION

DIDACTICS




